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Preface

Tourism industry has become one of the largest industries in the global economy with rapid developmental
momentum. It has prominent industrial status in accelerating economic growth, driving employment, as well as
promoting cultural and environmental development. Great river basin is not only a complete, independent and
self—contained hydrological unit, the natural area where it is located is also an important social place for all
human activities of economy, culture and tourism. Therefore, tourism development on great river civilization
becomes a hotspot in the industry. Under this context, World Tourism Alliance (WTA), Shanxi Tourism
Development Council, Municipal Party Committee of Linfen and Linfen Government jointly hosted ‘The
First Great Rivers Civilization Forum on Tourism’ at Linfen, Shanxi on September 27" 2018. More than 300
delegates from tourism politics, industry, and academia participated in this forum and discussed the topic of
‘The River to the Future’ , which traces back the ancient great rivers civilization in the world and conceives
the future development of great rivers civilization on tourism. ‘The First Great Rivers Civilization Forum on
Tourism’ launches a dialogue platform connecting Chinese civilization and great rivers civilization in the
world. From a global perspective of inheritance and creative development, this forum discussed the future
directions and promoted a collective effort on developing great rivers civilization tourism throughout the world.

In order to enhance the communication of management experiences on great rivers civilization tourism,
World Tourism Alliance (WTA), Culture and Tourism Bureau for Linfen, Shanxi and College of Tourism and
Service Management in Nankai University jointly write the report of ‘Tourism Development Report on River
Valley Civilization’ . Based on extensive literature review and field research, this report comprises three parts
and uses different angels to analyze tourism development on river valley civilization. The first part elaborates
the origin and development of the major ancient river civilizations in the world, introduces the demand and
market analysis, as well as the economic benefits and challenges of river valley civilization tourism. The second
part systematically elucidates tourism development models of river valley civilization, departing from both
primary and secondary data. It concludes a range of development models including culture—tourism integration
model driven by water projects, river landscape and folk arts along the riversides; and spatial models, namely,
growth pole model, point—axis model and linear development model. The third part explores the strategies and
experiences of river valley civilization tourism, taking world’s typical river valley civilizations as examples,

such as Yellow River, Rhine River, the Thames and the Mississippi.
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In the era of reinforcing ecological civilization construction, promoting consumption upgrading and
deepening the integration of culture and tourism sectors, great rivers civilization on tourism is embracing its
new opportunities of development. This report makes significant implications for such development. First,
it offers effective guidance for rejuvenating river valley civilizations, protecting ecological environment and
accelerating the overall sustainable development of great river basins in China. Second, it sheds light on
the development of great river civilization tourism and the promotion of culture—tourism integration, thereby
driving the regional social and economic development. Lastly, it highlights the role of tourism industry in
protecting, transmitting and inheriting the traditional culture and customs along the riversides, which is of

strategic significance and practical value to reshape the contemporary great river civilization.
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Chapter One The Great River and lts
Civilization

The river has nurtured human civilization, and given birth to the city, a form of human civilization.
Besides, the river has become the lifeblood of survival for humans, due to the survival mode of early
mankind living waterside and the unique blessed living conditions of the river. Four major ancient
civilizations of the world are originated from the great river basins, namely, the Yellow River basin in
China, the Nile River basin in Egypt, the Euphrates River and Tigris River basins, and the Ganges River
basin in India. This chapter first defines the concepts of river, great river and great river basins; secondly, it
introduces the definition of river valley civilization, points out the characteristics and values of river valley
civilization, and analyzes the four ancient civilizations in the great river basins; finally, the relationship
between river valley civilization and tourism development is analyzed, and the term of river valley

civilization tourism is conceptualized.

Section 1 Great Rivers and Their Basins

This section mainly defines the concepts of the great river and the great river basin, and analyzes the
characteristics of the great river basin. The survival as well as the progression of human civilization is
inseparable from the nurturing of the great rivers. Therefore, we should firstly understand what a great river
is and what a great river basin is, in order to deeply understand the great river valley civilization and the

great river valley civilization tourism.

1. Rivers and Great Rivers

The so-called rivers refer to the flow of water that flows from the surface of the ground by precipitation
or underground water, which is collected at the low point of the ground and flows along the narrow and
concave ground under the action of gravity. Rivers are important paths for water circulation on the earth,
and are channels for sediments, salts and chemical elements to enter into lakes and oceans. They are, as

well, important parts of life on the earth and the basis for human survival and development.
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There are many names for different kinds of rivers in the Chinese language. The larger ones are called
JIANG, HE, CHUAN; the smaller ones are called XI, JIAN, GOU, QU, etc. Each large river is composed
of a mainstream and several tributaries, while each tributary consists of several smaller streams of water.
The so-called great river, in a broad sense, refers to rivers with a large basin area. Sometimes, the size of the
river basin area is closely related to river flow and total water volume, and generally speaking, the larger the
basin area is, the greater the river flow and total water volumes are. Therefore, the definition of great rivers
should not be limited to the drainage area, but also other factors including river flow, total water volume
and length of rivers. Based upon these, we believe that the great rivers, in the narrow sense, refer to rivers

with large river basins, river flows, total water volumes, and river lengths.

2. Great River Basin

(1) The Definition of Great River Basin

The basin, also called the “catchment area”, is a hydrological concept and it is the general term for the
catchment area surrounded by surface water and groundwater separation lines. It is divided into two types:
the ground catchment area and the underground catchment area. Each great river has its own basin. A large
basin can be divided into several small basins according to the stream order, and the small basin can be
divided into smaller basins. Obviously, the most important factor in the great river basin is water. Without
water, there is no such thing as a basin. However, the basin is a catchment area in essence. Therefore, the
concept of the basin should also include the land through which the water flows, the vegetation on the land,
the land and the minerals in the forest, and the organisms living in water and land through which water
flows, etc. The water body, landform, soil and vegetation in the great river basin are all closely related to
form one single unit.

In fact, the great river basin is not only a complete, independent and self-contained hydrological
unit from the headwater to the estuary, the natural area where it is located is also an important social
place for all human activities of economy and culture. From this perspective, the basin has exceeded
geographically hydrological significance and become a nature-human compound system that transformed
from a naturally closed area into an open complex area closely connected to human activities. In order to
survive, human beings must develop and utilize various natural resources in the basin, including water,
land, minerals, vegetation, and animals. Similarly, the social life of human beings in the basin, including
customs, cultural backgrounds, and social demographics, also has an impact on basin resources and the
environment. In other words, the great river basin is a very important natural-economic-social complex
ecosystem formed by the natural flow of water within its boundary. In this ecosystem, there are material

energy exchange, information exchange, and flows of funds and personnel constantly being carried out
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among various natural elements, between natural and economic element and social element, the upstream
and downstream of the basin, main stream and the tributaries. One factor changes, and other factors in
the entire basin are affected.

(2) The Characteristics of Great River Basin

According to the concept of the great river basin, its characteristics can be generalized into the
following ones:

a. Integrity

The great river basin is a natural catchment area and the most important factor in the basin is water. It
is the water flow that causes the geographical correlation and the linkage of environmental resources and it
is the water flow that determines the basin becomes a unified and complete ecosystem. The upper, middle
and lower reaches of the basin, the left and right banks, the tributaries and main streams, the rivers and
river channels, the water quality and quantity, the surface water and the groundwater are all inseparable
components of the basin and have the natural integrity. Meanwhile, with the water body as the medium, the
soil, forests, minerals and organisms in the basin also form a closely related whole unit. Any change in it
will have a major impact on the whole river basin. In addition, the basin is an important place for people’s
economic and social life. The social and economic activities of people in the basin will have a great impact
on the basin ecosystem. The characteristic of the wholeness of the basin requires that the basin management
should take account of the socio-economic conditions, natural resources and environmental conditions of
the upper, middle and lower reaches, as well as the physical and ecological aspects and changes of the basin
to form the development, utilization and protection plan, which is undoubtedly the most scientific and most
suitable choice for sustainable development in the basin.

b. Publicity

The resources of the great river basin are a kind of public resources, which has the general attributes
of public resources, such as finiteness, externality and dispersion of use, interdependence and indivisibility.
As a common wealth and public goods, the use of basin resources must be a collective action, and the
individual’s free choice and use of public resources and the decentralized management of public resources
will inevitably lead to destructive competition. According to the theory of decision-making, in public
management, the more dispersed the management subjects, the slacker the management responsibility, the
weaker the protection of resources, and the worse the state of resources. On the contrary, the more unified
the power, the greater the responsibility, the more concentrated the power and the single center, the clearer
the responsibility, the less destructive competition and friction among the power subjects. Therefore,
the publicity of the great river basin requires that the basin management should set up a unified basin

organization to implement overall management and regulation.
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c. Complexity

The great river basin usually has a large span of longitude and latitude, and the upper, middle and
lower reaches show obvious segmentation and difference, which leads to differences between the upper
and lower reaches, the left and right banks, the main stream and tributaries in terms of natural conditions,
geographical location, economic and technical basis and historical background. Hence, the basin ecosystem
covers different natural geographic units with diverse natural landscapes, forest vegetation and climatic
characteristics. At the same time, human beings use a variety of ways to develop basin resources, from
agricultural production activities to urban ecosystems, from mineral resources development to industrial
and mining processing, and the results of ecological and environmental impacts are also complex and
diverse.

d. Irreversibility of ecosystem

The ecological impacts of any human production activities in the basin ecosystem are irreversible.

Once the ecosystem is destroyed, it will not return to its original ecological appearance by itself.

Section 2 River Valley Civilization

Based upon the conceptualization of the river civilization this section brings about, this section further
explains the value and characteristics of river valley civilization, and introduces the four major civilizations
of the world in terms of great river basins. Almost all civilizations on the earth originated from rivers, for
example, ancient Indian civilization originated from the Indus River and Ganges River; ancient Egyptian
civilization originated from the Nile River; ancient Chinese civilization originated from the Yangtze River
and the Yellow River... no matter whether it is the source of Western civilization or Eastern civilization,

they all rely on the rise of rivers.

1. The Definition of River Valley Civilization

Rivers are one of the most basic forms of existence in the diverse ecosystems of the earth. Historically,
the development of humans and their social ecosystems is inseparable from rivers. Human civilization
originated from river culture, human society developed river culture, and river culture, as a type of human
civilization, has a long history.

In a narrow sense, river valley civilization is also called farming civilization and its foundation is the
great river basin. There are vast fertile lands, convenient irrigation, and a unique farming environment,
which creates good conditions for human survival. Ancient human residents produced labor in the river

basin very early and lived from generation to generation, forming a river valley civilization with the farming
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economy as its basic form. The ancient great river basin is characterized by farming civilization. Agriculture
is the most important production department in these areas, and it is also the economic foundation for the
formation and development of these countries. The ancient civilizations of ancient Egypt, ancient Babylon,
ancient India and ancient China are established and developed on the basis of the agricultural economy, and
showed their own characteristics of civilization.

The river not only produces life, relating to the reproduction, living and ecological stability of land,
aquatic life, but also directly affects the spiritual beliefs, spiritual image and symbolism of human beings
in the long-term historical tradition. Therefore, in a broad sense, the great river valley civilization is not
limited to farming civilization, but should also include the wisdom of the residents of the great rivers in
collecting and producing food, as well as the higher levels of civilization of promoting social development,
such as trade and manufacturing, writing, advanced technology, science, social customs, culture and

religion.

2. Characteristics and Values of River Valley Civilization

(1) Characteristics of River Valley Civilization

a. Stability

The stability of the great river valley civilization system is determined by its corresponding
geographical environment. Referring to ancient Chinese great river valley civilization, although the major
rivers such as the Yellow River and the Yangtze River have undergone diversions in history, their basic river
systems and patterns remain unchanged. The Yellow River and the Yangtze River still remain at the same
place as before, and have not been transferred from China to Europe or other parts of the world. In a fairly
long time and wide space, the history of a river is far more permanent than the history of mankind, which
explains the stability of the geographical environment. A stable geographical environment provides stable
production methods and lifestyles, creates a corresponding civilized system, and makes the civilized system
possess the same characteristics of the geographical environment - stability.

In addition, as the direct creator of the great river valley agricultural civilization, the farmers follow
their most basic rules of life, that is, working from sunrise to sunset day by day. In the morning, they walk
out of the settlement, plant crops on fixed (stable) arable land, and sleep in the settlement at night. They
work on relatively stable and arable land throughout the year, live in relatively stable homes, raise their
children, breed offspring, and cultivate the heirs of agricultural civilization. They are constantly stuck in the
cultivated land and in the home place year by year and generation by generation. Although the farmers also
leave their homes due to war and other reasons, the production methods and lifestyles of the ancient farmers

have not changed greatly. This is the basis for the stability of the river agricultural civilization system.
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b. Abundance

The abundance of the river valley civilization is also governed by the natural environment or
geographical conditions. The great river basin contains elements such as mainstream, tributaries, lakes,
swamps, canals, basins, topography, temperature, soil, properties, topography, climate, etc. And these
elements have different characteristics in different places. For example, the comprehensive geographical
conditions of the Yellow River in China, in its origin, Qinghai Province, are very different from the
comprehensive geographical conditions of the downstream areas such as Henan and Shandong. It can be
said that different natural environments or geographical conditions create different and colorful specific
culture, which is the origin of the abundance of the great river valley civilization system.

Clearly, the abundance of river valley civilization is based on its stability, and it shows the vitality
of the stability. Although the stability of river valley civilization is obvious, its internal abundance shows
specific vitality or openness. The abundance of river valley civilization is manifested in many aspects,
including all subsystems, such as richness of products and rich geographical conditions.

In the ancient Chinese civilization system, the nomadic economy in northern China has many times
been attracted to or dissolved by the agricultural civilization of the central plains. The nomadic civilization
in northern China is an extremely important subsystem of the ancient Chinese civilization system. On one
hand, it shows the abundance of ancient Chinese civilization system; on the other hand, it complements
the agricultural civilization with its economic advantages, thus promoting a longer and lasting ancient
civilization system.

(2) Values of River Valley Civilization

a. Cradle of Ancient Farming Civilization

Water is the source of life on the earth. Since the day of its birth, human beings have regarded the river
basin as the mother of godsends. As a key carrier of freshwater resources, the river basin has always been
the cradle of human civilization and the birthplace of early human civilization. The first form of civilization
in human history is farming civilization, which originated in the great river basin. In essence, farming
civilization needs to be accustomed to life, and should matchthe pastoral needs and requires hard work,
mainly for males to do farming and women to do weaving and in a small scale, with simple division of
labor, without being used for commodity exchange. The development of primitive agriculture and primitive
animal husbandry, the settlement of ancient humans, etc., has enabled human beings to change from
food collectors to food producers, achieving the first leap in productivity and entering farming
civilization. The farming civilization has continued until the industrial revolution. At this time, people
mainly relied on agriculture. The political system generally adopts monarchy and the social structure

is pyramidal.

165



166

Tourism Development Report on River Valley Civilization

The production and development of farming civilization benefits from the superior natural
environment, and requires good climate, resources and other conditions for support. The river basin relies
on its advantageous conditions, such as, mild climate suitable for human habitation; fertile land on both
sides of the river that is beneficial to farming; sufficient water supply which is not only convenient for
irrigation but also convenient for livestock to drink; rich in products in rivers, so that there are a large
number of aquatic products and birds; and convenient to travel and transport to the coastal areas by boat,
which provides convenient production conditions for agricultural civilization. It can be seen that the great
river valley basin can fully adapt to agricultural production and human habitation, and thus become an
important source of agricultural or farming civilization.

b. Core Foundation of Modern Industrial Civilization

Farming civilization is the cradle of industrial civilization. Although farming civilization is not
entirely a relatively idyllic pastoral experience as it has had struggles and wars, it is qualitatively different
from nomadic civilization and industrial civilization. The advantage of farming civilization over nomadic
civilization is reflected in the ability to greatly increase productivity, which in turn stimulates some people
who have solved the problem of food and clothing to do things other than working for food and clothing,
such as doing scientific research and developing culture, etc., thus promoting the emergence of industrial
civilization.

The great river basin not only nurtures farming civilization, but also is the core basement for the
development of modern industrial civilization. For example, as one of the world’s four ancient civilizations
and the most populous country, China, the development of the Yangtze River and the Yellow River basin
has played an extremely important role in the national social economy at the beginning of its modern
industrial civilization. In the 1960s and 1970s, with the comprehensive advancement of the country’s
industrialization, the development of the Yangtze River and the Yellow River basin began to show a
relatively declining trend in the national social economy, especially in economic development. By 1970,
the share of the two major river basins in the country had fallen to 52.6%, a decrease of 5 percentage from
1952. After the reform and opening up, the implementation of the coastal opening along the Yangtze River
and the development of the western region accelerated the development of the two major river basins of
the Yangtze River and the Yellow River. By 2010, the proportion of GDP in the two major river basins has
risen to 59.0%, showing that the two great rivers play an important role in the development of the country’s

modern industrial civilization.®

@ Zhang Lei, Lu Chunxia, Li Jiangsu. Development of China’s Great River Basin and National Civilization
Nurturing[J]. Resources and Environment of Yangtze River Basin, 2015, 24(10) :1639-1645.
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3. Great River Basin and its Civilization

(1) Ancient Egyptian Civilization in Nile Valley

a. The Origin of Ancient Egyptian Civilization

The Nile River basin is one of the birthplaces of world civilization. The people of the basin have
created a splendid culture and made outstanding contributions in the long history of scientific development.
The prominent representative is the ancient Egyptian civilization.

The creation of ancient Egyptian civilization benefited from the superior geographical environment
created by nature for human beings in the first place, that is, the ancient Egyptian civilization was first and
foremost the product of the ancestors of the Nile Valley adapting to the natural environment. From 5700
B.C., the dry climate prompted people living on the prairie to seek for water and forage, and began to move
and assemble to the Nile Valley. Since then, people have been living and reproducing on the banks of the
Nile. In the geographical environment of ancient Egypt, it is the only land suitable for planting. This land is
very fertile, and the periodic flooding of rivers will bring a lot of fertilizer-rich sediment to the coast, which
is easy to grow plants. A large number of food crops have been produced, and gradually a large number
of tribes have been gathered along the Nile. Around 4,500 B.C., the ancestors began to engage in the
cultivation of wheat, barley and other crops by using the fertile soil of the Nile River, and entered the era of
agricultural civilization.

b. The Development of Ancient Egyptian Civilization

The emergence and development of ancient Egyptian civilization is inseparable from the Nile River,
as the ancient Greek historian Herodotus said, “Egypt is a gift from the Nile.” During the ancient Egyptian
period, the Nile River flooded almost every year, flooding farmland and making the submerged land a
fertile farmland at the same time. In addition, the reason why ancient Egyptian civilization has lasted for
thousands of years is its relatively isolated geographical environment from the outside world. The north and
east of Egypt are proximate to the Mediterranean sea and the Red sea respectively, the west is the untouched
desert, the south is the upper reaches of the Nile, a series of large waterfalls that flow down, and only the
northeast has a passage to West Asia. Although this geographical environment has blocked the connection
between the ancient Egyptians and the outside world, resulting in the isolation of Egypt, it also made it
difficult for foreigners to enter ancient Egypt and provided a natural protective barrier for ancient Egypt.
The ancient Egyptians lived in such a unique environment and were protected from external aggression for
a long time, thus creating a superior sense of security.

The inhabitants of ancient Egypt were formed by the fusion of indigenous peoples in North Africa and

the Semites in West Asia. In the second half of 4,000 B.C., the country gradually formed, and until 343 B.C.,
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it experienced the period of the former dynasty and the early dynasty ( 1-2 dynasty) , the ancient kingdom
period (3-6 dynasty) , the first intermediate period (7-10 dynasty) , the middle kingdom period (11-12
dynasty) , the second intermediate period (13-17 dynasty) , the new kingdom period (18-20 dynasty), the
third intermediate period (21-25 dynasty) and the post-dynasty period (26-31 dynasty) , the rule of 31
dynasties in 9 periods, including ancient Egypt in the 18th Dynasty (the first 15th century) reached the peak.
Ancient Egypt has its own writing system, a perfect political system and a religious system of polytheistic
beliefs. Its rich historical and cultural heritages, such as pyramids, mummies, paper grasses rich in the Nile
River, and ancient ships on the Nile River, mark the course of the development of civilization in ancient
Egypt for thousands of years.

c¢. The Decline of Ancient Egyptian Civilization

In the 12th century B.C., the ancient Egyptian power was in great decline, and it was frequently
invaded by barbaric people. After the twentieth dynasty, a series of slave uprisings led to the defeat of
national power, during which it was ruled by Libyans, Nubians, and Assyrians. Since the twenty-sixth
dynasty, the late period of ancient Egypt, it was finally conquered by the Persian Achaemenid Empire in 525
B.C., and the culture has never recovered, which lead to the end of the ancient Egyptian era. The Persians
established the twenty-seventh dynasty and the thirty-first dynasty in ancient Egypt. The descendants of
the 26th dynasty of ancient Egypt resisted the Persians successfully and established the short-term twenty-
eighth, twenty-ninth and thirties dynasties. In 332 B.C., ancient Egypt was ruled by Alexander the Great.
After Alexander died, his ministry Ptolemy occupied the ancient Egypt and established the Ptolemy
dynasty, also known as the Pharaoh. But the ancient Egypt was reigned completely by foreigners. Later, the
rise of ancient Rome became a big country in the Mediterranean world, and ancient Egypt was occupied
by it. And then, in the 7th century AD, the Arabs invaded ancient Egypt again. The original civilization of
ancient Egypt was replaced by Arab civilization in this process, and ancient Egyptian civilization gradually
disappeared.

(2) Ancient Indian civilization in the Indus and Ganges

a. The Origin of Ancient Indian Civilization

India is one of the four ancient civilizations. The earliest civilization in ancient India was born in the
valley of the Indus, the longest river in South Asia. The Indus River is flooded twice a year, bringing very
thick silt to the both banks. The land is fertile and suitable for breeding civilization, thus become the earliest
origin of ancient Indian civilization.

The history of ancient Indian civilization dates back to around 2500 B.C. During this period, the Indus
basin was born with the Harappan civilization, which was evolved from neighboring or ancient villages.

The prerequisites for the civilization of Harappa were the emergence of stable and climatic conditions for
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the production of agriculture and animal husbandry and human living. However, Harappan civilization has
not existed for a long time and around 1750 B.C., the Indus civilization was destroyed. In just about 500
years, Harappan civilization suddenly disappear, and it was not revealed through archaeological excavations
until the last century.

b. The Development of Ancient Indian Civilization

After the disappearance of the Indus River civilization, the urban culture has been deadly quiet for
hundreds of years, which has caused the ancient Indian civilization to have a fault of seven or eight hundred
years. In the early days of this fault, around 1500 B.C., one of the world’s first nomadic people, the Aryans,
took advantage of the situation and they settled in the Wuhe area on the upper reaches of the Indus River
and merged with the Native Americans of North India. From 1000 B.C., there was the beginning of the
Ganges civilization.

In the 6th century B.C., the history of India entered the “era of the nations”. In the north of India,
especially the Ganges River, the cities and towns were divided. In order to merge the land and compete
for hegemony, the cities and towns continued to wage war. In the end, Magadha kingdom won the victory
over other powerful countries and gradually unified the northern India. In 518 B.C., the Indus basin was
occupied by the Persian Empire, and the Persians ruled northwestern India for nearly two centuries. In the
late 4th century B.C., Alexander the King of Macedonia led the army to invade northwestern India and sent
the governor and the garrison to rule. In 324 B.C., Chandragupta led the people of the Indus basin to fight
against Macedonia and became self-reliant. Then he marched eastward and destroyed the Nanda dynasty
and he established the first unified empire in the history of India, the Peacock Empire. The empire’s territory
expanded to the entire South Asian subcontinent except the southernmost tip of the Indian peninsula. In
187 B.C., the Peacock Empire was ruined, and India was in a state of division. The split of India stimulated
foreign invasions. In the 200 years after the 2nd century B.C., the Greeks, the Parthians, the Serbs, and
the Kushans people of Bactria invaded India. Among them, only the Kushans established a stable political
power in northwestern India. In the 3rd century, the Kushans Empire split into several small principalities.
At the beginning of the 4th century, the dynasty of the Gupta Empire rose up. The territory of its epoch-
making period was mainly in North India, and does not include the entire peninsula. In the middle of the
5th century, Arda people invaded India from central Asia and occupied most of northern and central India.
In the 20s of the sixth century, the coalition forces of the princes of North India defeated the Arda people.
However, after the dynasty Gupta was attacked by the Arda people, the small states within the country were
independent and fell into a split and melee. At the beginning of the 7th century, the empire of the Harsha
Empire rose, and the King of Harsha reunified northern India.

Ancient India is a multi-religious sect society. Religions such as Vedaism, Brahmanism, Jainism,
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Buddhism, Hinduism, Sikhism, etc. all originated in India, and there are many other minor religions and
many factions in various religions. In addition, major world religions such as Islam, Christianity, Judaism,
and Zoroastrianism have their own believers in India. The various religions in India are unmatched by other
countries in the ancient world and are called “religious museums”.”

c. The Decline of Ancient Indian Civilization

The first phase of the ancient Indian civilization, the Indus River civilization, eventually disappeared,
and for the reasons of the disappearance, historians gave three credible speculations. First, the invasion of
foreigners (probably Aryans) caused this. According to archaeological findings, almost no traces of war and
weapons were created in more than 1,500 sites of the Harappan civilization, indicating that there are few
conflicts between cities. This civilization is peaceful and easy to be conquered by foreigners. The second is
the earthquake. The earthquake destroyed the original terrain, and many of the Indus tributaries dried up.
The urban people who built on the side lacked sufficient irrigation water, and had to abandon it. The third is
destruction of the environment which led to the end of the civilization. Either way, the Indus civilization is
indeed gone.

Although the Indus River civilization did not shake off the fate of decline, the second phase of the ancient
Indian civilization, the Ganges civilization, was able to continue. The golden age of ancient India - the dynasty
Gupta empire (early 4th century) finally collapsed after 230 years, and then more than half a century later,
North India ushered in the dynasty Harsha empire (early 7th century) . After the fall of Harsha Empire,
northern India fell into chaos. Since the 13th century, Muslims from Afghanistan have established the
Sultanate of Delhi and the Mughal Empire in northern India, and later was colonized by Western powers
(including Portuguese, French and British) , until India finally gained independence in 1947. It can be seen
that the Gang River civilization, with more than 3,000 years of history, similar to the Chinese civilization
and the Jewish civilization, has not been subjected to extinction attack, and it continues to nowadays, which
adds a charm of advancing with the times for the ancient Indian civilization that was once interrupted.

(3) Sumerian Civilization in the two Rivers Basin (Tigris and Euphrates River)

a. The Origin of Sumerian Civilization

The two rivers civilizations recorded in the written text can be roughly divided into two stages. The
first stage is from Uruk IV to the ancient Babylonian empire, known as the “Sumerian civilization” and the
second stage is the establishment of the Babylonian Empire till the demise of the Persian Empire, called the
“Babylon-Assyrian civilization.” Sumerian civilization is the oldest civilization in the history of the world.

It is rooted in the alluvial plains of the lower reaches of the Euphrates River and the Tigris River. It is the

@ Zhang Yongxiu. On the Characteristics of Ancient Indian Civilization [J]. Journal of Weifang College, 2011, 11(1):
91-94.
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origin of the civilization of the ancient two rivers and constitutes the main body of the ancient two rivers,
and profoundly influenced the subsequent Babylonian civilization and Assyrian civilization. The Sumerian
civilization is specifically defined as the ancient civilization that emerged in the southern part of the alluvial
plains of the two river basins around 4500 B.C. to 2000 B.C.. It spans the Uruk era, the early Dynasty era,
the Akkadian Kingdom, Ur III dynasty and the first dynasty of Yixin, and it was the first stage of civilization
development in the ancient two rivers basin.

The term Sumer originates from the place name and refers to the southern part of the alluvial plains
of the two rivers. The ancient inhabitants living in this area are also known as Sumerians. The Sumerians
and the residents of the alluvial plains in the southern part of the two rivers have jointly created the oldest
civilization in human history. This civilization has created a variety of elements of primitive civilization,
mainly reflected in the emergence of agricultural production and settlement life, the emergence of cities and
the increasing complexity of social organizations, the formation of the country, the development of cultural
elements such as writing, science and technology, and so on. It all happened between 4500 B.C. and 2900
B.C."

b. The Development of Sumerian Civilization

In the thousands of years of existence, the Sumerian civilization has made many great contributions
and has been crowned with many “firsts”. It includes the first invention of text, cuneiform writing; the first
one to create a carriage with a wheel; the first painting astrological map, almost the same as modern; the
first one to have a perfect urban launching system, including drowning booms, canals, water canals, dams
and reservoirs, as well as developed trade, agriculture, livestock, handicrafts, such as textiles, ceramics,
printing, wine making, shipbuilding, etc.; the first to create beer, whether to drink beer was considered as
the dividing line with the civilized people and uncultivated, having its own beer goddess; the first one who
can calculate 15 digits, and Greece, known as the cradle of Western civilization, could only calculate 4
digits 2,500 years ago; the first one invented 12 units and 60 units the measurement division; the first one
who divide a year into 12 months, a week into 7 days; it regulates schools with multidisciplinary education,
including theology, botany, zoology, mineralogy, geography, arithmetic and linguistics; besides, the earliest
military array was also from Sumer.

Sumerian civilization is so great that people consider it simply flying outside the sky. Sumer has
almost no resources, including forests, mineral deposits, and even stones. Despite this, the Sumerians not
only understand geology, know how to obtain ore and other processes, but also create the world’s first alloy

and bronze. Through these inventions, it can be found that the Sumerian civilization is not developed by a

@ Liu Jian. Analysis of the Basic Characteristics of Sumerian Civilization .Journal of Foreign Studies, vol. 2,2016,
pp- 43-49,p. 118.
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primitive nation. Although the Sumerian civilization is probably the most evidenced of the world’s oldest
civilization, where the Sumerian came from is a mystery to date.

c. The Decline of Sumerian Civilization

The Sumerian civilization itself is composed of several independent urban countries. In 3000 B.C.,
there were 12 countries in the Sumerian region. These countries are divided by canals and boundary stones.
The center of each country is the protection God or the temple of the protected Goddess of the city, and
each country is ruled by a priest or king who presides over the city’s religious rituals. These countries have
fought with each other for long-term battles to gain water rights, trade routes, and tributes from nomads.

The inferiority of the internal disunity of the Sumerians gave the Assyrians a good opportunity to
attack. They launched a large-scale expansion war around 1800 BC, occupied the northern and central
parts of Mesopotamia, and finally revived. The Sumerian nation was in danger of being destroyed soon. In
1792 B.C., Emperor Hammurabi was on the throne of Babylon, and a new united war began on the plains
of Mesopotamia; in 1763 B.C., the capital Lalsa of the last king of the Sumerian nation, Rimousin, was
captured by the Babylonian army. Since then, the Sumerians and the Sumerian civilization have disappeared
in history.

(4) Chinese Civilization of Yellow River and Yangtze River

a. The Origin of Chinese Civilization

China is one of the oldest ancient civilizations in the world. The Yangtze River and the Yellow River
together are called China’s “Mother River”. The two river basins are combined to become the support base
for Chinese agricultural civilization and the important birthplace of Chinese civilization. The cradle of
Chinese civilization was in the Neolithic Age. As early as about 7800 years ago, the magnetic mountain in
the lower reaches of the Yellow River gave birth to the Peiligang culture, and the “Banpo Culture” was born
more than 6,000 years ago. About 8,000 years ago, Pengtou Mountain in the middle reaches of the Yangtze
River also gave birth to the Chengbeixi culture. At about the same time as Banpo culture, the Yangtze River
basin gave birth to Hemudu culture. The earliest texts appeared in the Yellow River basin, and the sculpt
symbols as the germination of the text were found in the Yellow River and the Yangtze River basin. The
earliest bronzes appeared in the Yellow River basin, but the copper was inseparable from the copper source,
while most of the metallogenic belts of the non-ferrous metals like copper, tin, and lead are in the Yangtze
River basin. Some Neolithic sites have been discovered in the Yellow River and the Yangtze River basin. It
can be seen that the Yellow River culture and the Yangtze River culture are interrelated, and jointly foster
the necessary elements of early civilization.

b. The Development of Chinese Civilization

The Yanhuang era around 3000 B.C. was the period of origin and generation of Chinese civilization.
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In the Yellow River and the Yangtze River, classical agriculture, multiculturalism, and comprehensive
innovation emerged. The four major symbols of the civilized era were “metal tools, written texts, primitive
cities, and primitive countries”. The Yin and Zhou dynasties around 1000 B.C. were the embryonic period
of Chinese civilization. The main contributions were as followings. First, the development of the Chinese
Bronze age civilization was to the peak stage in the late Yin Dynasty, and the development of the four
major symbols of Chinese civilization was to a higher level compared to the origin period of the Yanhuang
era. Second, the reform of the Zhougong at the beginning of the western Zhou dynasty emphasized the
patriarchal system, the spirit of humanity, and the education of the six arts, which laid the foundation for
the overall framework of Chinese classical civilization. Third, the three major Chinese cultural symbols,
such as Yijing, the Book of Songs and Shangshu, came into being in this era of historical transformation.
Around the Spring and Autumn period and the Warring states period till Qin and Han period in 500 B.C., it
was the formation period of Chinese civilization. During this period, the Chinese civilization had five major
economic pillars: (D the Iron Revolution; (2) the first agricultural revolution to intensive cultivation; (3) the
ancient traffic revolution of early maturity; (4) the ancient urban revolution that transcended the early primitive
cities; (B the cities’ five major leaps (scale, quantity, function, structure and system) . The Tang, Song and
Yuan eras around 1000 A.D., especially the Song dynasty, were the transition period of Chinese civilization.
It took the commercial revolution of the Song dynasty as the economic foundation and promoted the
comprehensive innovation of the three cultures of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism. It produced three
inventions of gunpowder, movable printing and compass, and a series of scientific innovations.”

In the course of its own development, Chinese civilization, like other civilizations, has repeatedly
faced the powerful impact of backward nomadic civilization. The Chinese empire has repeatedly
experienced economic and cultural retrogression and short-term division of the country. However, the
Chinese civilization has not decayed or collapsed like other ancient civilizations and empire and it has re-
unified the country through the integration of all ethnic groups. Not only has it not been weakened by the
impact of other civilizations, but it has continued to develop in such ethnic exchanges. Although there are
ups and downs for Chinese civilization, there has never been a break, like a river that has never stopped
flowing, maintaining a unique development continuity.

c. The Value of Chinese Civilization

The Yellow River and the Yangtze River combine to form a cradle which is a great fortune of Chinese

civilization. Compared to civilizations such as ancient Egypt and ancient India, Chinese civilization

@O Wang Dong. Cultural Genes and Modern Inheritance of Chinese Civilization (Panel Discussion) Five Great

Brilliances of Chinese Civilization and Five Core Concepts in Cultural Genes[J]. Hebei Academic Journal,2003(05).
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supports the unique continuity of civilization with its nationality, history, geography and ethics. It has
survived so far and has contributed a lot to the historical development.

From the perspective of science and technology, the creativity of the Chinese nation has contributed
a lot of technological and invention achievements to the development of human civilization. It can be
said that China’s four major inventions have promoted the progress of the world to a certain extent, the
beginning of modernization, the opening of new route inseparable from the compass, the emancipation of
the mind, the Renaissance, and the Enlightenment inseparable from papermaking and printing.

From the perspective of culture, the Chinese civilization has a long history. From the pre-Qin dynasty
to the Song and Ming dynasties, it has experienced several periods of academic and ideological prosperity.
In the long history, the Chinese nation has produced various theories such as Confucianism, Buddhism,
Taoism and Mohism. A large number of thoughts such as Laozi, Confucius, Zhuangzi, Mencius and
Xunzi have left enormous cultural heritage, which has provided an important basis for the ancient people
to understand the world and transform the world, and has also made significant contributions to human
civilization.

From the perspective of transportation, the opening of the sea-land Silk Road has connected Asia and
Europe and promotes exchanges around the world. It not only transported practical goods to the world,
but also connected the entire Eurasia (including North Africa) to human civilization. The development of
communication has played a major role could be compared to the function of arteries, and China is almost
the heart of this arterial system and has lasted for almost two thousand years.

From an economic point of view, although the feudal economy is characterized by self-sufficiency, it
cannot be said that ancient China did not have a positive impact on the world economy. China is the first
country in the world to grow rice. The spread of rice cultivation has greatly promoted agriculture in other
regions. China has a highly developed farming civilization. At the peak of the agricultural civilization era, it
has developed many agricultural and handicraft products and become the world’s production center.

From the perspective of foreign exchanges, Chinese civilization has always advocated “to be
harmonious with neighboring states”, “promoting harmony while containing difference”, and “harmony
is highly valued”. For thousands of years, peace has been integrated into the blood of the Chinese nation
and engraved into the genes of Chinese people. For example, when Zheng He went to the Western Seas,
he advocated not to deceive the minority, not to bully the weak, to be friendly, to be peaceful, which helps
to establish unwritten rules for exchanges between Asian and African countries, and had far-reaching
implications for future generations.

In the long-term evolution process, Chinese civilization has also gained nutrition from the exchanges

with other civilizations. If you are independent and have no friends, you will be ignorant. The same is true
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for civilizations which need to learn from each other. Therefore, all kinds of civilizations created by human
society, whether it is ancient Egyptian civilization, two river civilization, Indian civilization, or now Asian
civilization, African civilization, European civilization, American civilization, Oceania civilization, etc.,
should learn from each other and should actively absorb the beneficial ingredients, so that the excellent
cultural genes in all civilizations created by mankind can be adapted to contemporary culture, coordinate
with modern society, and promote the excellent cultural spirit that transcends time and space, transcends the

country boundary, and has contemporary values.

Section 3 River Valley Civilization and Tourism Development

This section will explain the relationship between river valley civilization and tourism development,
as well as the concept of river valley civilization tourism. Culture is the soul of tourism and in the essence,
tourism activities are a kind of cultural activities, and the experience of different cultures is also the starting
point and destination of tourist activities. Both culture and tourism complement each other. River valley
civilization tourism is a kind of tourism form that relies on its unique water culture, natural landscape, folk
culture and other tourism resources to meet the tourist needs of experiencing great river valley culture,

integrating knowledge, culture and interest in the tourism process.

1. The Relationship between River Valley Civilization and Tourism
Development

(1) Tourism Development Interprets River Valley Civilization

Tourism has become one of the most powerful and largest industries in the global economy. The
industrial status and economic role of tourism in social and economic development have gradually
increased. The driving force of tourism to the economy, social employment, and the promotion of culture
and the environment has become increasingly apparent. At the same time, the original great river valley
culture can be used as the main attraction of tourism in the great rivers, and great river valley civilization
tourism has become a new hot spot for development.

The cities and villages in the great river basins have rich historical and cultural resources, which can
be excavated, protected, activated and integrated through tourism development, and have a distinctive
cultural attraction and can be integrated with regional economic and social development. This has made a
new interpretation to the great river valley culture and it helps to obtain rapid cultural identity and cultural
communication through the development of tourism activities. In addition, the relative independence of

the rivers flowing through the regions makes tourism resources in various regions different and unique. A
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large river condenses the different historical cultures and vicissitudes of the river basin, and it can excavate
different cultures and folk customs through tourism development, which can meet the dual effects of
people’s exploration of history and culture as well as people’s closeness to nature. Moreover, through the
development of river tourism, the scattered historical culture and folk customs in the basin can be combined
to increase the complete harmony and dynamic authenticity of great river valley culture.

(2) River Valley Civilization Nurtures Tourism Culture

Due to the unique natural conditions and historical evolution of the great river basin, various cultural
and natural tourism resources are uniquely endowed with great potential and a broad space for tourism
development. The great river basin has fostered a splendid civilization, and has formed a distinctive culture
in the area. It has great appeal and remarkable identity, laying a foundation for the formation of tourism
culture. The rivers flow through the region with diverse types, profound cultural connotations, and beautiful
natural and cultural landscapes, forming a rich and unique experience of tourism. Many of the world’s great
river tourism attractions attract a large number of tourists, such as the Seine in Paris and the Thames in
London, as well as the Three Gorges of the Yangtze River and the Yellow River in China.

On one hand, river is the cradle of the early development of human civilization. As an important
distribution area of human settlements, it provides good natural conditions for the origin and development
of local civilization. Some famous early civilizations were born in river areas, such as, the Yellow River
basin in China, the Nile River basins in Egypt, the Euphrates River and the Tigris River, etc. The birthplaces
of the world’s four major civilizations are all in the great river basin. With its unique living conditions, the
river has nurtured human civilization and formed a unique tourism culture. On the other hand, due to the
rich natural and cultural resources, rich tourism activities and unique experience, tourism industry in these
areas is very developed and has great potential for development. In China, the Yangtze River and the Yellow
River have bred China’s great river valley culture and each great river basin has become or is becoming a
tourist hotspot. These unique river civilizations and their rich natural and cultural landscapes provide the

necessary foundations for a series of tourism activities.

2. The Conceptualization of River Valley Civilization Tourism

(1) The Definition of River Valley Civilization

River valley civilization tourism seems to be a concept that people have known for a long time and
is an important type of tourism activity. In fact, the value of river valley civilization tourism has long been
known. People’s appreciation of the natural scenery and cultural experience of the river, as well as the rich
and varied tourism activities around the theme have existed for a long time. According to the “Tourism

Resources Classification Standards” proposed by the former National Tourism Administration, the
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“Landscape River Section” is an important sub-category in the Standards, which includes three basic types:
sightseeing recreation, underground river section and the ancient river section. Among the existing SA-level
scenic spots, world heritage sites and national-level scenic spots in China, scenic spots with rivers as the
core attraction account for a certain proportion. In the first batch of 66 five-A scenic spots, it accounted for
8 places, reaching 12.1%. By 2015, it accounted for 2 of the 48 World Heritage Lists (the “Three Parallel
Rivers” natural landscape in Yunnan, China’s grand canal) , reaching 4.2%. By 2015, it has accounted for
about 36 of the 225 national-level scenic spots in eight batches, reaching 16.0%.%

In essence, river valley civilization tourism is a form of cultural tourism. It is a type of tourism
that relies on the unique great river cultural resources and natural resources to experience the cultural
connotation of great rivers. River valley civilization tourism is an activity that people leave their habitual
residences and temporarily go to the remote great rivers basin to get in touch with its natural scenery and
experience the river valley civilization. This not only expands people’s knowledge and broadens their
horizons, but also satisfies people’s recreation and spiritual needs. For instance, apart from providing the
water source for human survival, great river valley civilization tourism can empower people spirituality in
that being near the water has a regulating effect on people’s emotions and psychology and this in turn gives
people pleasure and relaxation.

(2) The Distinctiveness of River Valley Civilization Tourism

The river valley civilization tourism is an innovative type of tourism concept compared to traditional
tourism. It is more a form of experiencing tourism about great river culture and natural landscapes, which
helps to understand the cultural and historical background of tourism destinations on the great rivers, and
to learn and appreciate the specific human cultural as well as the natural landscapes of the great rivers.
The special geographical conditions of the great river basins make its tourism resources with scarcity,
specialty and great development potential. The river valley civilization tourism also has the characteristics
of inheritance and uniqueness of other cultural tourism, and, besides, it has the cultural connotation and
value that can be developed into different types of tourism activities. The unique combination of landscape,
culture, folklore, architecture and other resources in the great river areas forms a unique tourist landscape

and becomes a special attraction of the great river valley civilization tourism.

@ Bao Jie, Lu Lin. River Tourism: Origin, Connotation and its Research System
Geographic Science,2017,37(7) :1069-1079.

An Ontological Interpretation [J].
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Chapter Two Tourism on River Valley
Civilization and Development

Tourism industry is known as the sunrise and smoke-free industry of the 21st century. And because
of this unique feature, the function of tourism becomes an important feature in the development of modern
rivers. In early ages, boat tourism is an important type of river tourism around the world. With the progress
of times and market development, the early river tourism is unable to meet tourism needs at present.
Therefore, the development of river valley civilization tourism has to be improved. This section first
introduces the origin and development of the river valley civilization tourism, then, it comprehensively
expounds the present situation of the river valley civilization tourism industry, and finally it analyzes tourist

demand and its current market.

Section 1 Origin and Development of River
Valley Civilization Tourism

In order to understand the status of river valley civilization tourism industry and the development of
tourism market, it is of great importance to identify the origin of the tourism activities. Therefore, this unit
mainly explains the origin and development of the river valley civilization tourism. Natural resources such
as animals and plants, minerals and so on in the river basin not only have the importance in commercial
value, but also in entertainment and tourism value. The river valley civilization tourism activities are
developed on the basis of natural, historical and cultural resources accumulated by human beings in the

long-term social development.

1. The Origin and Development of Tourism Activities of Amazon
Civilization

(1) Characteristics of Cultural and Ecotourism Resources

The Amazon Basin owns the largest tropical rainforest in the world and is known as ‘the lung of the

earth’. It contains the richest biological resources and the amount of precious animal and plant resources
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ranks first in the world. Besides, the Amazon basin is abundant in mineral resources, for example coal,
metal, oil and so on. The Amazon can be called the largest river in the world whether from its drainage area
or the amount of the resources it stores up.

There are some primitive tribes in the Amazon forest. Since the Portuguese landed on the Brazilian
continent in the early 14th century, the Brazilian government has discovered 67 Indian tribes in the
Amazon, most of which still maintain their primitive living conditions. All follow their different
traditions and attract many tourists to visit here. In addition, there are a variety of ecological landscapes
in the Amazon basin, such as the most beautiful “black and white river” landscape formed by the
confluence of the Black River and Solimance Rivers in the upper reaches, as well as the Amazon tide, a
natural wonder of the world. The Amazon tide is comparable to the spring tide of the Qiantang River in
China and Brazilians refer to it as “Poboroca”. When the tide surges, visitors scramble to go. Such scene
is extremely spectacular at high tide.

(2) Origin of Tourism Activities of Amazon Civilization

The name of the Amazon River is related to a Greek mythology. It is said that there is a woman
kingdom called Amazon in the Black Sea and the Caucasus, and the women in the kingdom were brave and
strong. When the early Spanish colonists came to the current Amazon, they found that the residents of the
basin were as brave and unyielding as the women of the Amazon women kingdom in ancient times, and that
the river was mysterious and untamed, thus they called it the Amazon.

The earliest owner of the Amazon basin was Indians. As early as 1970, archaeologists discovered
more than a dozen caves inhabited by ancient Indians in the basin. Today, hundreds of thousands of Indians
still live in the Amazon region, and a considerable number of them known as the “forgotten people,” are
still in the primitive stage of knife-and-burn cultivation, which has long attracted many tourists to visit.
The earliest owner of the Amazon basin was Indians. Brazil was the area where tourism activities were
conducted prior to others in the Amazon Basin, but in the early stage, although the Amazon region was rich
in resources, it still had been underdeveloped, mainly because of the self-sufficient smallholder production,
backward commodity economy, lack of labor force and closed traffic. In order to change the poverty and
backwardness of the Amazon region, the Brazilian government initiated the development and governance
program of the Amazon River Basin in the mid-1940s. The Amazon Regional Development Authority
was established in 1966, and the “National Integration” plan was formulated in 1970. By the 1970s, the
development of the Amazon region has accelerated and become a major development area in Brazil.

(3) Tourism Development of Amazon Civilization

Iquitos, a port city in the upper reaches of the Amazon, is the commercial center of the Amazon region.

It has a history of more than 130 years. At the beginning of the last century, it was a land of profligacy and
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entertainment for planters and tycoons, and some European-style buildings with carved and painted walls
still retain their style of the year. Since the 1960s, the government of Peru has adopted a special policy here
so that now more than 4000 kinds of goods can be imported duty-free and which makes the city a semi-free
port and attracts a large number of goods from Europe and the United States. In order to visit and purchase
cheap goods, many tourists pour in here every year, and it promotes the development of the local economy.

Manaus, in the middle reaches of the Amazon into which flows the Rio Negro, is an emerging
industrial and commercial city in western Brazil and also is the first city in the entire Amazon basin. In the
16th century, it was only a small Indian village and has now developed into a famous tourist destination
and an important industrial base for machinery, electronics, petrochemical industry and so on. Manaus
was the first stronghold for Portuguese to plunder the wealth of the Amazon basin. In 1968, the Brazilian
government founded the Manaus Free Trade Area, where imports and exports were free. Now Manaus has
become a famous tourist destination in Brazil, and its beautiful natural scenery has attracted tourists from
all over the world. In the tourists’ mind, Manaus represents a kind of culture. Being old but dilapidated but
charismatic, Manaus is large in size with old dock areas, busy business centers and lively nightlife and so
on.

Pattins, a small town in the middle reaches of the Amazon River, is an important tourist destination
and also the center of jute industry in Brazil. Belém, in the Amazon estuary, not only is the largest port
city but a distribution center for agricultural products in the Amazon. In 1978, the foreign ministers of
the eight countries in the Amazon Basin signed the Amazon Cooperation Treaty in the capital of Brazil.
After more than ten years’ efforts, Amazon countries are working together to develop tourism resources
rationally, establish and improve the infrastructure and service facilities, maintain ecological balance,
improve health conditions constantly, and provide good prerequisites for tourism development in the
Amazon region.®

(4) Current Tourism Development in Amazon Basin

After years of development, regional traffic conditions have been improved, modern industry has
emerged, agriculture animal husbandry and tourism have been developed, and initially changed the
economic poverty and backwardness have been initially improved in the Amazon Basin. However, its
development process has led to the destruction of rainforest. And it did not achieve the coordinated
development of environment and economy, and eventually it led to a great decline in environmental quality.
As a result, some improvements need to be made in the development of the Amazon Basin

First, thorough research is needed before development, which includes: formulating authoritative

@ Su Xiawang. The world’s largest river -- the amazon [J]. Water Conservancy World, 2006 (12) .
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laws and regulations, understanding the ecological regulation of Amazon tropical rainforest, considering
the ecological sensitivity and vulnerability of rainforest and adapting to local conditions so as to avoid
the deterioration of the ecosystem. Second, Attention should be paid to environmental protection in the
process of development. The protection and construction of ecological environment should be viewed as
the fundamental task and guiding ideology. Environmental and ecological benefits should not be sacrificed
in order to avoid the unsustainability of the economy, but the coordinated development of environment and
economy should be guaranteed for sustainable development. Third, attention should be paid to scientific
research and universal education in the development of Amazon region. How to apply new technology
should be studied so as to make comprehensive and balanced use of all kinds of wood resources and reduce

the damage to rainforest before using them.

2. The Origin and Development of Nile Civilization Tourism

(1) The Characteristics of Cultural and Ecotourism Resources

The Nile River flows through 10 countries, supporting the livelihood of millions of people. There are
diverse kinds of species, especially many unique species, such as tilapia, giant Nile fish, crocodile, soft
shell turtle and giant lizard in the basin. The Nile Delta is also the most important route for bird migration
in the world. There are beautiful scenery and many historic sites along the either bank of the Nile, the
most prominent of which are in ancient Egypt. When it comes to the cultural heritage of ancient Egypt,
the pyramids on the banks of the Nile, the paper grass and the mysterious mummies may occur to people’s
mind. They not only represent civilization development in ancient Egypt within thousands of years, but also
are the important forces to promote the rapid growth of tourism in Egypt.

(2) The Origin of Nile Civilization Tourism

The most representative area of tourism development in the Nile Basin is Egypt. Desert with yellow
sand occupies the most part of the area in Egypt, and only one washed by the Nile is the green belt.
Although Egypt has thousands of cultural relics and its tourism market has been developed very early, in
fact, in the early days, for most tourists, their impression of Egypt is only desert, camel and pyramid. They
believed that the life of Egyptians is still lagging behind a few centuries ago, and that the tour to Egypt is
simply visiting historical monuments. Tourism products of Egypt were all cultural tourism products, and
this phenomenon resulted in 80 percent of the tourists came to Egypt at that time only visit the pyramids
of Cairo, the temple of Luxor and the mausoleum of Pharaoh. People who have the ability to consume but
could not recognize the true value of it wouldn’t choose it as their tourist destination. With the promotion of
Egypt by local tourism department, and the arrivals of a small number of tourists, people gradually began

to realize Egypt not only has historical monuments, cultural tourism, but also long coastlines, and leisure
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tourism resources. Since then, people gradually developed a new recognition and the number of tourists to
Egypt started to increase.”

(3) The Development of Nile Civilization Tourism

Egypt, as an important tourist destination in the Nile River Basin, was the first to develop cultural
tourism by means of its historical monuments, however, cultural tourism tends to shrink with the time. Then
Egypt began to search for new growth point, promote the “diversity of choices” of tourism products, and it
developed leisure tourism and under that condition, a large number of leisure tourism products appeared, so
leisure has become the leading direction of tourism in Egypt. Although more than 90% of Egyptian territory
is desert, it is on the verge of the Red Sea and Mediterranean Sea. Having a long coastline, Egypt is warm
and comfortable all the year round, and it provides resources and conditions for the development of leisure
and holiday tourism.

In 2003, Egypt completely liberalized its exchange rate, and the sharp depreciation of the Egyptian
pound against the dollar made the price of tourism products more competitive and it led to the rapid
growth in the development of Egyptian tourism. A large number of the emerging middle classes in Russia
and Eastern Europe have offered a huge supply of tourists because of the desire for leisure. And with the
prosperity of leisure tourism in Egypt, it has promoted the investment in this field. In recent years, tourism
investment projects account for more than 10% of the total domestic investment projects, and most of the
investment comes from private capital.

In the new situation of leisure tourism, cultural tourist towns such as Luxor and Aswan in the upper
reaches of the Nile are also trying to scout for their leisure potential. They take advantage of the benefits
of where they live, for example, the river is completely unpolluted, and it is even cleaner than the sea, to
develop leisure tourism. Tourists are able to enjoy the sunshine, the pure air and sailing on the river without
worrying about those heavy monuments.

(4) Present Development of Nile Civilization Tourism

The Nile Basin is the birthplace of ancient human civilization with a long history of development and
its rich tourism resources have greatly promoted the development of tourism. In recent years, tourism has
become a pillar industry in some countries of the Nile Basin, such as Egypt and so on.

With the development of tourism, some negative effects have followed, such as environmental
problems, destruction of cultural relics, etc., whereas the governments attach great importance to these

issues and take various active measures to protect cultural heritage and the environment so as to achieve

@ Sun Haiyan, Li Guanyun. Tourism in Egypt: “yellow and blue” of new leisure doctrine [J]. 21st century business
review,2005(05) :119-123.
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the sustainable development of tourism. However, as far as the river Nile is concerned, due to ethnic
contradictions, racial hatred and other reasons, its tourism development is still unsatisfactory, and many
scenic spots with great potential have yet to be developed. Many historical relics and monuments are still
undeveloped and can not present its attractiveness to people, and even in worse, they have not become tourism
products. How to do well in the river management, tourism planning and coordination among various countries

in each section of the Nile is still important to develop the potential of Nile tourism resources.

3. Origin and Development of Civilization Tourism Activities in the
Rhine River

(1) Characteristics of Cultural and Ecotourism Resources

The Rhine River Basin owns a unique ecological landscape. The middle reach of the river is from
Basel, Switzerland to Bonn, Germany, which has winding rivers, overlapping mountains on both sides,
countless castles, and a unique landscape. Meanwhile the middle reaches also flows through many large
cities and landmarks, such as the old city of Cologne, Dusseldorf, the main commercial center of German
coalfields, and so on. The upper reaches is from the source to Basel of Switzerland and the river flows
from the south to the north, forming the natural borders between the two countries—Switzerland and
Liechtenstein. Liechtenstein attracts tens of thousands of visitors every year with its beautiful natural
scenery, ancient castles, exquisite works of art and rare stamps.

The Rhine has a long history and cultural tradition. The Rhine is also the birthplace of Marx, the
international proletarian revolutionary mentor, Rembran, the famous Dutch painter, and Beethoven, the
music master. In addition, it is the place where the secret of atomic structure has been revealed. Trier,
Marx’s former residence, is the oldest city in Germany, which is visited by countless tourists from all over
the world every year. Bourne Lane, Germany, Beethoven’s former residence, was opened as a museum in
1989, where the original works of musicians are displayed. Besides, the Rhine has experienced war for a
century, and the long period of war has left many ancient battlefields for today’s tourists.

(2) Origin of Civilization Tourism in the Rhine

The Rhine River is not only an important water transport channel in Europe, but also an important
source of industrial and domestic water in the basin. It has been famous for shipping and industry for many
years, so it has been positioned as a famous navigation canal and industrial river. However, in fact, in
addition to its irreplaceable shipping and industrial value, the Rhine is also famous for tourism. In this case,
it is also labeled as a scenic, travel and cultural river.

The middle reaches of the Rhine are all in Germany. For hundreds of years, a steep cliff has formed

in the middle reaches of the river and under which is a valley between Bingen and Koblenz. Tourists could
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enjoy vineyards, terraces, green pastures and dense forests. For the reason that beautiful natural landscapes
attract more and more tourists, tourism industry has been developed ever since.

(3) The Development of Civilization Tourism in the Rhine

The countries the Rhine River flowing through develop their tourism industry as an effective measure
to comprehensively manage the Rhine River, speed up industrial transformation and promote national
economic growth. The main measures are as follows: creating compound and pluralistic tourism products,
establishing an efficient tourism management model, building a comprehensive water environment
management model, formulating a close integrated planning system, building a convenient and unobstructed
transportation network, and so on. These measures taken have contributed to the great success of the
development of the tourism industry in these countries.

The Rhine was once contaminated by coastal industry in the mid-20th century. In the 1980s, Germany,
France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Switzerland and the European Union decided to adjust the inland
river economic belt. At the end of the 20th century, they jointly signed the Convention on the Protection of
the Rhine in Rotterdam. Since then, European countries have also founded the International Commission
for the Protection of the Rhine and launched an ongoing campaign called “Save the Rhine”. As a result,
the Rhine is now clear and sparkling. It can be said that the tourism development of the Rhine River is
inseparable from the relevant policies and plans issued by the coastal countries. Although the river basin
countries do not have a uniform development plan in tourism industry, every country in the basin has
formulated relevant plans tailored to the development of their own tourism industry according to their
own resource endowment. Taking Germany as an example, Hesse has formulated a special development
plan concerning tourism industry in the whole state economic development plan. Meanwhile, it has also
formulated a special development plan in culture and sports in order to support the development of tourism
industry. In addition, transportation is the foundation for the development of the tourism industry. From the
source to the mouth of the sea, a diversified, unobstructed, convenient and three-dimensional transportation
network has been built along the coast and surrounding towns, which includes shipping traffic, water
transportation, land transportation and leisure transportation.

(4) Current Development of Civilization Tourism in the Rhine River

In the past two centuries, the Rhine River Basin has gained remarkable benefits in the development
of society, economy and environment, and it has become a successful model of river tourism development
in the world. The success of the Rhine River has offered valuable experience for other rivers. The
achievements of Rhine tourism development are mainly reflected in the aspects as follows.

a. The Development Plan of the Whole Basin

As an international river, the countries within the Rhine basin once lacked uniform planning in the
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development process, and it was inevitable for each country to conduct their own plans. However, driven
by mutual interests, the recognition of economic prosperity has been strengthened, so that all countries
have taken it seriously the coordination and cooperation of the whole basin development plan at different
historical stages, and to put them into implementation.

b. Strong Awareness of Environmental Protection

Although economic development in the Rhine basin varies, the recognition of implementing
sustainable management is the same. The Rhine Basin Management Action Plan requires close cooperation
among different countries and departments, as it is not guided by a single local or individual management
measure, but with the ultimate goal of sustainable management of the Rhine Basin as a whole. Therefore,
the development of the Rhine River Basin is in fact a way of development integrating with protection and
coordination of the environment.

c. Complete Infrastructure and Service Facilities

With wharf, airport, coastal roads and railways built, land and water transportation developed, and a
three-dimensional communication system formed along the Rhine River, it has laid a solid foundation for
the development of tourism industry and industrial agglomeration. In addition, in a variety of guide maps
from Mainz to Koblenz Rhine issued by Germany, many campsites and youth hostels are marked, with an
average distance of 1.44 campsites per 10 km and 1.11 youth hostels per 10 km, with a higher density of
ordinary hostels and holiday hostels in each village and town.”

d. Complex and Pluralistic Tourism Products

As an integral tourist area, the tourism products of Rhine River are characterized by integrity and
diversification, which can be divided into three types: upstream, middle and downstream. The first type,
upstream product is the lake leisure tourism, most of which are mainly in the form of winter skiing
tourism and summer tourism; The second, middle-stream product is the historical and cultural heritage
tourism, most of which are mainly in the form of cruise tourism, mountain hiking tourism, etc. The third is

downstream product, which is industry and industrial heritage tourism.

4. Origin and Development of Civilization Tourism in the
Mississippi River
(1) Characteristics of Cultural and Ecotourism Resources

With rich and diverse energy, mineral resources, and convenient shipping resources, the Mississippi

® Zhai Fudong. A Comparative Study of the Development of Xiang River Scenic Belt and Rhine River Scenic Belt.
Journal of Tourism, vol. 03, 2001, pp. 57-59.
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River is the longest river and owns the most extensive drainage system in North America. In addition,
it is the most important grain producing area in the United States. It possesses unique agricultural
resources, an area of about 1.2 million square kilometers of black land, which is one of the three largest
black soil areas in the world. Furthermore, it produces the largest amount of wheat, corn, soybeans
and cotton in the United States. The United States has become the world’s most important producer of
agriculture, meat, eggs, milk and etc., which largely contributes to the unique agricultural resources of
the Mississippi River Basin.

The Mississippi River is also a treasure trove of national culture, entertainment and leisure. The annual
output amounts to more than $20 billion in tourism, fishing and recreation. The Mississippi River is a huge
fishing ground with huge dams and backwater areas in the north of the river. In spring, the river is turbulent,
where there are many fish species.

(2) The origin of Civilization Tourism in the Rhine River

The Missouri River, which carries a lot of sediment in the middle reaches, accumulates and
forms the largest bird-foot delta in the world at the mouth of the lower reaches of the Mississippi
River Delta. In the early 20th century, because of historical, ethnic, educational and other
problems, the Mississippi River Delta region developed relatively slowly and was one of the
poorest places in the United States. In order to change the backward situation and promote the
development, the region began to make utmost to develop tourism industry and make full utilization
of all resources for its development, such as Oak Avenue and Manor buildings, symbols of the South
of the United States. Books such as Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Gone with the Wind, as well as blues,
jazz and other music resources are popular all over the world. Among them, blues and blues tourism
is the most popular, not only occupying a key position in black music, but also becoming an important
part of American black culture and even American cultural heritage, which integrates into the ranks of
mainstream music in the continuous development and gradually affects the development track of pop
music in the world.

(3) The Development of Civilization Tourism in the Mississippi River

The Mississippi River is known for its beauty, grandeur and diversity. The regulation of the Mississippi
River began in the 1970s. “Army Corps of Engineering”, “Mississippi Committee” and other development
and management organizations were founded and the development of specific laws and regulations were
made during the time. In the course of the regulation, the government of the United States has chosen a
large number of towns on either side of the Mississippi River as the window to the outside world, and
promoted the entire Mississippi River as a kind of product. As a result, it attracted foreign funds and tourists

and finally improved the income of tourism.
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Since the 1930s, with the implementation of comprehensive management and drainage projects, the
Mississippi River has basically eliminated floods, and the main stream and tributaries have been controlled
according to modern advanced technical standards. With the purpose of conforming to the natural process
of the river, establishing a modern shipping network and economic belt, a solid foundation has been laid for
tourism on the water in the area.

After the 1990s, in order to protect the precious resources along the Mississippi River and present
the attractiveness of the Mississippi River, the government of the United States began to implement the
Great River Road National Scenic Road Project, which runs from the north to the south across the whole
nation. Therefore, it becomes the longest scenic path in the United States, and becomes the only way to
experience the wonders of the river. Because of the different characteristics of the landscape along the
Mississippi River, it can be divided into four sections: the source, the upstream, the middle stream and
the downstream.

(4) Current Development of Civilization Tourism in the Mississippi River

Environmental awareness keeps the ecological resources of the Mississippi River well-
preserved. In the process of river development, environmental protection and ecological balance are
taken into careful consideration. For example, after the implementation and completion of the project,
special wildlife reserves must be set up, and even appropriate compensation and remedy methods
would also be taken into account for mitigating the impact (including noise) on the surrounding
residents during the construction process. It is because of many positive and effective environmental
measures that the Mississippi River still maintains its beautiful environment and intact ecological
resources.

Rational and legally valid planning has laid the foundation for the tourism development of the
Mississippi River. The Mississippi River Basin has a clear development and management organization. It
is an entity with certain powers and has a more independent management power, whose main purpose is
to study the development and management planning of the River. In the course of tourism development
of the River, the overall concept, development procedures and implementation steps all play a key role. It
is just because of these authoritative planning and strict management that the tourism development of the

Mississippi River has got the current achievement.

5. Origin and Development of Civilization Tourism in the Yellow
River

(1) Characteristics of Cultural and Ecotourism Resources

The Yellow River Basin is long in history, vast in territory and extremely rich in tourism resources.
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There are four ancient capitals, four famous mountains, 105 tourist scenic spots® along the river and three
grottoes art treasure houses scattering in the Yellow River Basin. Abundant tourism resources have laid a
solid foundation for tourism development. Specifically, tourism resources in the Yellow River Basin can be
divided into the following types:

First type is the eco-tourism resources characterized by China’s famous mountains and rivers. From
Mount Tai in Dongyue to Huashan in Xiyue, from Sanmenxia and Hukou Falls in the west to Qingtong
Gorge in Ningxia Plain, Liujiaxia in Gansu and the source of the Yellow River in Qinghai. It also includes
many famous natural scenic spots, such as Hukou Falls in Shanxi Province of the Yellow River, Shahu Lake
in Ningxia, Qinghai Lake tourist area and so on.

Second, the ancient cultural tourism resources centered on cultural relics, monuments and religious
monasteries, which include a large number of world-famous places of interest, such as Xiundefinedan,
Kaifeng, Qin Shihuang Military Horse Merchant, as well as religious, cultural and artistic shrines left
by major religions, such as the Mogao Grottoes in Dunhuang, Gansu, Xiundefinedan Dayan Pagoda in
Shaanxi, Famen Temple, Baima Temple in Luoyang, Henan Province, and Wutai Mountain in Shanxi
Province.

Last, ethnic customs tourism resources with the religion and customs of ethnic minorities as the focus.
The west of the Yellow River Basin is an area inhabited by ethnic minorities in China, and each nationality
has formed its unique culture in the process of its reproduction and development, such as the language,
clothing and dancing of Xinjiang Uygur, Islamic customs of Hui in Ningxia, “Nadamu” and prairie customs
of Mongolian, Tibetan customs and Buddhism of Qinghai and so on. These national cultures not only make
the cultural and artistic of China colorful, but also provide conditions for the development of folk culture
tourism.

(2) Origin of Civilization Tourism in the Yellow River

The Yellow River Basin is the cradle of Chinese civilization for five thousand years. The development
of tourism has its unique advantages, which mainly reflects in the following aspects: first of all, the Yellow
River Basin is the birthplace of Chinese civilization, and it retains a complete Chinese cultural heritage.
Its cultural background has a strong attraction to tourists, and it provides strong resources and market
for tourism development. Second, the natural geographical environment is unique and the ecosystem is
complex. There are famous mountains and rivers, desert basins, alpine snow areas within the area, which

provides good ecological resources for the development of tourism. Last, the Yellow River Basin has been

@ Wang Kaiyong, Zhang Pengyan and Ding Xusheng. The Spatio-temporal Variation of Regional Tourism Economy
and R/S Analysis in The Huanghe River Basin.Geography science, vol.34, no. 3,2014, pp. 295-301.
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a place for many people to inhabit and develop from ancient times to the present. Nomadic and agricultural
peoples of different times have left rich and special cultural relics, and their unique folk customs and
traditional characteristics are splendid. It has offered opportunity for the development of tourism in terms of
special folk culture.

The 1880s was the embryonic stage of the development of tourism in the Yellow River Basin.
At this stage, many areas in the basin tried to establish some tourist spots. For example, at that time,
a series of social and environmental problems brought about by industrial civilization made urban
residents generally had the psychological identity of avoiding noise and returning to nature. Surpassed
historic sightseeing tourism, eco-tourism became the first choice for tourists. It happened that the
characteristics in tourism resources of Dongying City in the Yellow River Delta coincided with this
theme, in this case, Dongying City began to make utilization of the advantages in tourism resources to
create eco-tourism at that time, and it identified the five major tourist areas. At the same time, Binzhou
City also began to set up a regional tourism bureau, organize and repair some tourist spots and cultural
relics, and establish some tourist spots. However, due to the constrains of people’s mind, development
conditions and other factors, the tourism development in this stage was not matured, but still in the
initial stage, and tourism products was low in quality and small in amount. However, there was a lot of
space for its development.

(3) Development of Civilization Tourism in the Yellow River

In the 1880s, civilization tourism in the middle and upper reaches of the Yellow River has been
unprecedentedly developed with the deepening of reform and opening up. Local governments are fully
aware that tourism can not only bring new vitality and growth to economic revitalization and social
development, but also play an important role in promoting the region and enhancing international and
domestic exchanges in economy and socialization. Therefore, the areas have begun to take actions on
tourism, such as one is creating the four tourism characteristics of Henan -- history (history and culture) ,
river (the Yellow River) , Kungfu (Shaolin , Chen Taijiquan and Zhengzhou International Shaolin Kungfu
Festival) , root (ancestors and root searching) , flowers (The Peony Culture Festival of Luoyang China) ;
another is creating the “Ancient Culture and Art Festival” of Shaanxi Xi’an and so on.

Since 2000, the overall idea of tourism development in many areas of the Yellow River Basin has
basically formed, and the leap-forward development of tourism has basically been realized. After years of
continuous development and construction, the tourism industry in the Yellow River Basin has developed
rapidly. At present, a series of distinctive tourism products have gradually formed. The scales of tourist
reception and tourism income in the basin have also continued to grow. The construction of tourism

supporting facilities is fast and tends to be well-furnished gradually.
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(4) Present Condition of Civilization Tourism in the Yellow River

The Yellow River civilized tourism is in the ascendant, showing a growing trend of development. Both
foreign exchange earnings of tourism and the number of visitors have increased in recent years (Table 1.1).
The development of tourist routes and tourist attractions is increasing day by day, the service functions
are improving day by day, the regional tourism service facilities are complete, and the transportation and
communication facilities are gradually approaching the international level. Generally speaking, the tourism
in this area has been changed from the past “reception” to “economic” transformation, and showed a good

momentum of development.

Table 1.1 Tourism Income and Number of Tourists in the Yellow River Delta
Number Income
Year . Inbound (Hundred Domestic (Hundred
Inbound (thousand) Domestic (thousand) o o
Million RMB) Million RMB)
2010 28.47 4243.70 2.03 324.60
2011 36.92 5189.50 2.57 411.70

Source: Yang Wenjuan, Toursim Development Research on Historical and Cultural Resources of the Yellow River
Delta, Jiangsu Normal University, 2013.

Civilization tourism market in the Yellow River has bright prospects, but there is still some gap in
the development between the Yellow River and the international tourism industry. Especially, the potential
of Northwest China has not been fully utilized. Therefore, civilization tourism development in the Yellow
River still needs to be studied significantly and needs to learn from the experience of foreign countries. By
doing this, it helps open up the market, so that tourism development accounts for a larger proportion and

plays a more important role in the economic development of the area.

6. Origin and Development of Civilization Tourism in the Yangtze
River

(1) Characteristics of Cultural and Ecotourism Resources

The Yangtze River Basin is extremely rich in resources and it has been the most important economic
zone in agriculture in China since ancient times. There are different geomorphological types, including
mountains, hills, plains and lakes (Table 1.2) , all of which form a colorful geographical landscape. In
addition, the river basin is big either in longitude or latitude span. The climate is diversified; thus it forms
a variety of local climatic characteristics. The complex geological and geographical condition and diverse

climatic features have given birth to the biodiversity of the Yangtze River Basin, which not only distributes
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two thirds biological resources in the whole country, but also provides a huge advantage for tourism
development in terms of resources.”

Within the years of many ancient dynasties, the Yangtze River Basin has also accumulated a lot of
cultural resources. For example, Panlong City, Huangpi District, Wuhan City, the first ancient city Shang
Dynasty in the Yangtze River Basin, Daye Tonglushan Copper Mine, the earliest, largest and most well-
preserved ancient copper deposit in China. There are also many important sites of the Shang Dynasty in the
lower reaches of the Yangtze River, such as the Wucheng site of the Qingjiang River in Jiangxi Province,
besides a large number of bronzes, jade, pottery, etc., and as well as the famous and magnificent three
Gorges of the Yangtze River, all of which are sufficient to reflect the social civilization of our country. It

not only has a very high value for understanding the culture of the Yangtze River Basin, but also becomes a

typical resource for tourism development.

Tale 1.2 Ecotourism Resources in the Yangtze River Delta

Mountain Location Features and Comments
Wudang Hubei the most complete, largest and highest-ranking Taoist architectural complex preserved
Mountain Province in China, and listed in the world cultural heritage of the Ming Dynasty

the first National Forest Park in China, together with Suoxiyu Natural Scenic Spot and

Hunan
Zhangjiajie Provi Tianzishan Nature Reserve constitute Wulingyuan Scenic Spot, a major national scenic
rovince
spot and one of the world natural heritages approved by the United Nations
Hubei Jiu Shan has the exquisite beauty of the mountains located in Southern China, but
ubei
Jiu Shan Provi also enjoys the same level of magnificence of the Mountains in Northern China; It is
rovince

magnificent, exotic, beautiful and dangerous.

Jiangxi In 1996, the UNESCO World Heritage Committee approved Lushan Mountain as a

Mount Lu ) . . . .
Province “world cultural landscape” to be included in the World Heritage List.
. . . One of 72 Taoism temples, one of the national key scenic spots. The predecessors
Sanqing Jiangxi . . . . . . .
) ) praised it as “the first immortal peak in the south of the Yunhan River in Gaoling,
Mountain Province oL
eliminating the dusty world ™.
Jinggang Jiangxi ) . . . .
. . In 1991, it was rated as the top 40 tourist attractions in China.
Mountain Province
Yellow Anhui “China’s first Magic Mountain”, the first batch of national key scenic spots, is also a
Mountain Province world-class tourist attraction.
Tianzhu Anhui In 1982, it was one of the first 44 key scenic spots in the country, and was praised as
Mountain Province the first mountain in the Yangtze-Huaihe region.

@ Huang Deling and Huang Daoming. Ecological Effects and Countermeasures of Water Resources Development in

the Yangtze River Basin. Water Resources and Hydropower Express, vol.18, 2005, pp. 1-4, p. 6.
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gigk
Mountain Location Features and Comments
Langye Anhui Since ancient times, it has been praised as “the first scenic spot in East Anhui” and is
Mountain Province one of the 24 famous cultural mountains in China.
Jiangxi China’s largest freshwater lake, the famous island Xiuyu on the lake, Jiujiang Tourism
Boyang Lake . . . .
Province Bureau has linked all the scenic spots on Poyang Lake through cruise boats.

H China’s second largest freshwater lake, since ancient times, Dongting Lake has
unan

Dongting Lake Provi attracted tourists with its beautiful scenery, which has been dumped by famous writers
rovince
of all dynasties. Dongting Lake is the cradle of Chu culture.
i China’s third largest freshwater lake, Suzhou Taihu National Tourism Leisure Area,
iangsu
Tai Hu P g is one of the first batch of national tourism resorts approved by the State Council in
rovince
October 1992.
Jiangsu China’s fourth largest freshwater lake, rich in aquatic resources and crabs are also well-
Hongze Lake . . . Lo . .
Province known, besides, its lotus root, water chestnut in history enjoys a reputation.
Chao Lak Anhui Chaohu Lake, the fifth largest freshwater lake in China, is a famous tourist attraction in
ao Lake
Province central Anhui Province.

Source: Chen shengjun. Study on the Development of Yangtze River Waterborne Tourism[D].Wuhan University of
Technology, 2003.

(2) Origin of Civilization Tourism in the Yangtze River

Human activities of our ancestors in the Yangtze River Basin started more than 1 million years ago.
Because of its profound culture and unique natural landscape, the Yangtze River had always been the focus
and become an important place for tourists to visit the mountains and rivers. In history, many famous rioters
once traveled to the Yangtze River and left touching works and stories there. At that time, the Yangtze River
had been a scenic spot for literati to visit. In other words, it can be said that tourism in the Yangtze River
tourism has existed since ancient times.

The Yangtze Gorges represents the tourism development of the Yangtze River Basin in modern times.
From October 1978 to July 1979, Deng Xiaoping made a special speech to accelerate the development
of tourism. The series of tourism economic ideas by Mr. Deng Xiaoping, such as strengthening tourism
promotion, paying attention to environmental protection, constructing relevant supporting facilities,
cultivating talents, managing, reforming the distribution system, improving the quality of service, and
the development of tourism commodities, have become the guidelines for developing tourism industry
in the new period. The Yangtze Gorges of the Yangtze River was approved by the State Council in 1982
as the first national key scenic spots. In 1990, the first cruiseline on the Yangtze River, the Yangtze River

Shipping overseas Tourism Corporation, was established, which marked that the Yangtze River tourism has
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transformed into a professional and systematic stage, and the enterprise form that both travel agencies and
ship owners joined in created the forerunner of the great development of Yangtze River tourism.

(3) The Development of Civilization Tourism in the Yangtze River

Since 1990, Yangtze River tourism has turned into a professional stage. In the following ten years,
due to the influence of many factors, such as economy, politics, nature and the construction of the Yangtze
Gorges Project, the development of Yangtze River tourism does not go smoothly as imagined. However,
it is because of this curve development that makes the Yangtze River tourism grow and gradually develop
from the preliminary stage towards stability and maturity.

There are several evident changes during the development of Yangtze River tourism: first, tourism
service facilities are rich, especially, at the beginning of tourism development of the Yangtze River, there
were few ships, which basically did not form a sailing cycle. While at present, the number of cruise
ships is increasing, and the construction of various infrastructure is gradually strengthened. Second, the
tourist market is becoming more and more diversified through active expansion. In the early stage of its
development, in addition to a small number of European and American tourists, the main tourist sources
were from, Southeast Asia, Japan and other places, and the companies engaged basically do not have a
strong ability in selling and marketing tourism products. At present, Southeast Asian tourists still account
for a considerable proportion of the tourist market, apart from this, the European and American markets
have increased dramatically, while the Japanese, Korean and Australian markets have also increased. Third,
the structure of tourism products is further improved, cruise ship tourism, immigration tourism, historical
and cultural tourism, natural ecotourism, urban tourism, festival exhibition tourism and other tourism
products are constantly enriched, and the diversified tourism product system is formed.

(4) Current Development of Civilization Tourism in the Yangtze River

Although great progress has been made in tourism in the Yangtze River Basin in recent years, it still
needs to be further improved:

First, scientific tourism plan needs to be formulated. Both active tourism market and rational
development of tourism resources need to be guided by scientific planning. If tourism is expected to
maintain rapid, healthy and sustainable development, it is necessary to formulate scientific and accurate
tourism development planning. Planning is placed in the first place in tourism development, which has
become the consensus of the tourism industry. Without general tourism planning, the overall development
of tourism in the Yangtze River would be restricted, and accordingly the brand can not be formed.

Second, the development of the western region needs further improvement. The Yangtze River runs
across China from the west to the east. The lower reaches of the Yangtze River are in the rich eastern part.

The middle reaches are in the middle part, while the origin and upper reaches of the Yangtze River are rich
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in resources but relatively poor in the western part. Although after more than 20 years of development,
with the support of national and local policies, the central and western regions have also formed popular
international tourist destinations such as the Yangtze Gorges of the Yangtze River and Jiuzhaigou. There
are still some gaps in transportation, management, infrastructure construction and other aspects, and further
improvement is needed in the future compared with those in eastern areas.

Third, strengthen external marketing and promotion and create an overall image. The Yangtze River
runs through eight provinces, two municipalities directly under the Central Government and an autonomous
region. Among them, the Yangtze Gorges of the Yangtze River is shared by Hubei Province and Chongqing
City. Although the development is relatively matured, its function is far inferior to that of Hangzhou in
Zhejiang Province and Xi’an in Shaanxi Province. This is not only the reason for the distribution of tourism
resources and the overall development and design, but also, more importantly, the reason lies in the fact that

the external marketing and promotion is incomplete.

Section 2 Development of Great Rivers
Civilization Tourism Industry

This part will comprehensively elaborate the development of tourism industry of the Great Rivers
Civilization at present stage. With the rapid development of economy and society and the changes
in tourism market demand, the Great Rivers tourism development is currently undertaking a major
transformation and adjustment. People begin to attach importance to tourism planning and construction
of regulations, emphasize the effective utilization of space environment and rivers, improve the function
of rivers, and constantly adjust the structure of tourism products. Currently leisure holiday is viewed as
the tourism theme, more new elements are involved on the basis of early sightseeing, and a new in-depth

product development is being conducted.

1. Tourism Planning and Regulation Taking Priority

(1) More Attention to Planning and Guidance of Legal Protection and Authority

Sound legal system and authoritative tourism planning is the top-level design of concrete and visual
tourism construction and development of the Great River Civilization. Tourism development should be
planned first, so that planned, orderly and reasonable can be achieved. The reason why a complete and
authoritative tourism planning is important, is that it is conducive to properly handling the relationship
between tourism development and construction and environmental protection, and between tourism

development and functional zoning, departmental coordination, and so on. It not only determines the
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main functions of the river according to the characteristics of the natural and cultural landscape of the
river, retains and exerts its characteristics, but also conforms to the principles of ecological protection and
overall coordination so that a good regional tourism can be formed. On the other hand, tourism planning
is also conducive to reflecting the advantages of regional tourism development, forming complementary
characteristics, coordinating the development of coastal countries and regions, and avoiding disorderly
development.

At present, the importance of tourism planning in the development of foreign rivers tourism has
been highlighted. Before tourism development, clear planning constraints have been formulated, such
as Jefferson Paris Master Plan for Entertainment on the Mississippi River. The plan clearly identified
the objectives to be achieved within the time limit, including infrastructure construction, environmental
protection, natural disaster prevention, etc. Any environmental management department, tourism
development and operators must follow and work together to achieve the objectives of the plan. Secondly,
the development of tourism projects will be clearly defined in the planning. According to the characteristics
of each region, tourism projects will be developed to avoid duplicate development, so as to make great river
tourism more competitive and Vigorous.®

(2) More Attention Paid to Ecological Protection and Regional Cooperation in Tourism
Planning

Great River tourism is the tourism developed on the basis of the ecosystem of great rivers. The
ecosystem of great rivers has typical fragility. Any disturbance to the natural environment and ecosystem
will have serious negative effect on the long-term and stable development of big river tourism. Therefore,
the principle of ecological protection should be followed in the development of great river tourism, which
has attracted more and more attention in the development of River Tourism in China. In some tourism
planning of great river basin, ecological protection receives more and more attention. For example, the
ecological management of some river tourist destinations has started from the planning, and environmental
impact assessment is carried out during planning, including impact assessment of various environmental
factors (atmosphere, water, soil, noise, biological environmental impact assessment) , visual landscape
impact assessment, socio-economic impact assessment and environmental impact synthesis. At the same
time, when allocating and dividing the river shoreline into tourist functional areas, more consideration
should be given to the public utilization of all kinds of shorelines, in this case the shoreline for recreation

can fully embody the principle of being people-oriented. And the core of the mechanism is to develop

@® Wang Shoushu. Study on River Tourism Function Construction and Products Development. Shanghai Normal
University, 2009.

195



196

Tourism Development Report on River Valley Civilization

tourism on long-term and orderly development, protect the special environmental characteristics, develop
and utilize reasonably and efficiently, and maintain the regeneration of the shoreline.

In addition, regional cooperation in river tourism and the pursuit of mutual development have also
reached a general consensus. All countries and cities on the shoreline of the river have fully coordinated,
so that they can complement each other in the utilization of the shoreline. Thus, these regions could
develop together, and maintain the dynamic balance of the utilization of the shoreline. In the development
and utilization of river shoreline tourism, we should coordinate the resources, concentrate marketing, and

achieve integrated propaganda and marketing, information sharing and platform co-construction.

case 1.1
Scientific Development Planning of the Tennessee River Basin

Scientific development planning is the basis of the comprehensive development of the
Great River Basin. The Tennessee River Basin has become an example of shaking off poverty
in the underdeveloped regions of the world through the formulation and implementation of
scientific development planning.

Located in the southeastern United States, the Tennessee River originates from the
west slope of the Appalachian Mountains. It is the second tributary of the Mississippi
River and the first tributary of the Ohio River. Historically, the Tennessee River has been
a “harmful river”: vegetation destruction, serious soil erosion, flooding; inadequate water
depth, navigation; environmental pollution, the prevalence of infectious diseases in the basin;
the decline of the old cotton belt, farmers’ debt, per capita income level and per capita crop
output is only 2/5 of the national average level.

In order to improve the backwardness of the basin and get rid of the Great Depression,
Roosevelt’s government decided to carry out the comprehensive development and
management project of the Tennessee River Basin. On May 18, 1933, the United States
Congress approved the establishment of the Tennessee Valley Agency (TVA) , which is
responsible for formulating and implementing the comprehensive development plan of the
Tennessee River Basin. Planning mainly involves six aspects: ecological protection and flood
control, improvement of shipping, development of electricity, improvement of land use along
the coast, afforestation in necessary areas of the basin, and improvement of economic and

social conditions of the people in the basin.
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Scientific development planning has put the economic development of the Tennessee
River Basin on a healthy track. Cheap hydropower has provided sufficient power for the
country, and improved shipping conditions have attracted the construction of thermal
power plants and nuclear power plants. Large power-consuming industries have begun to
be distributed in the valley areas. Manufacturing, fisheries and tourism have flourished.
Soil and water conservation has achieved remarkable results. Agricultural production
has tripled. Tennessee, a former backward state, has grown into an industrial state in the
South. Moreover, the results of comprehensive management of the Tennessee River Basin
have benefited six surrounding states, thus becoming a milestone in the history of regional
economic development in the United States.

It is precisely because of the formulation of a scientific development plan that the
Tennessee River Basin got rid of its backward appearance and stepped out of the slump of
the past, which fully reflects the importance of planning first for River Basin development.

Source: Xiaji, Xiao Yongqin.Experience in the Development of Mississippi River and its Enlightenment to the
Development of the Yangtze River Basin[J].Chongqing social sciences, 2006(5): 22-26.

(The study is sorted from the source)

2. Watershed Management and Functional Positioning

(1) Management of Trans-boundary River Basins in International Rivers Gradually
Improved

Generally speaking, cross border areas of great rivers are usually rich in hydropower, forest, mineral,
fishery and other resources, which have unique advantages for the development of multiple agriculture,
mineral resources and metals. And most of the cross-border rivers hold an important geographical position,
which has always been an important resource for countries inside and outside the basin to set their foot and
to develop.

For example, the Lancang-Mekong River is the most important cross-border water system in Asia,
which originated in China and flows through Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam. In recent
years, with the assistance of the Asian Development Bank, the six countries have jointly established the
Lancang-Greater Mekong Sub-regional Cooperation Organization, which is responsible for coordinating the
interests of various countries and seeking common economic development. In addition, there are a number
of large rivers that address the development of cross-boarder rivers through the development of spatial
watershed planning. It can be seen that the management of cross-border and cross-county rivers can better

serve the economic, political and social development of the countries and regions, and this phenomenon has
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been recognized by many countries. In this field, foreign researchers have more experience in the practice
and exploration of trans-boundary watershed management.<D

(2) Spatial Function of Rivers Being Diversified and Life-oriented

According to different river attributes, River spatial functions can be divided into different spatial
functions. River spatial functions are the embodiment of natural, ecological and social attributes of rivers
and the beneficial role played by river systems. Clear division of river spatial functions is the basis of
regulating and guiding river development and protection. Different countries and regions, in different
historical periods, will have different functional zoning for River Tourism development. In the past, the
functional zoning of rivers was mostly from the perspective of ecological function, with the main purpose
of ecological protection, such as the ecological function division of the main reaches of the Yangtze River
in China. But at present, the improvement of living conditions, and the change of tourism demand and
other factors have emerged. In the process of tourism development, diversification and activation of spatial
functions, construction of public facilities, especially the development of Commerce and tourism facilities
are attached more importance. Through spatial presentation of different tourism functions, rivers can meet
the needs of different tourism parties.

(3) Functional Orientation of Rivers in accordance with the Development of Cities

The early river function orientation was only the development without special tourism planning, and the
product was only simple cruise ship sightseeing. With the acceleration of urbanization in China, to a large extent,
river development is a universal reflection of economic and social transformation, spatial form and cultural
characteristics reconstruction in the period of economic globalization and rapid urbanization, as well as in
the period of development opportunities and challenges brought about by industrialization and information
technology. Therefore, formulation of urban development strategy is taken into account in river development,
as well as the rapid expansion of cities and other strategic activities. In river functional positioning people also
began to consider the overall structure and development of the city. In this case, river development not only
undertakes the role of promoting the comprehensive competitiveness of urban rivers and revitalizing the river
basin economy, but also undertakes the mission of shaping the image of urban characteristics.

For the waterfront area crossing the city center, more attention should be paid to the integrity of urban
life in the function orientation. Commercial facilities and various commercial means should be fully utilized
and the revival of urban functions should be focused. For example, the development of Baltimore Port,

in the early twentieth century, the shipping and industry of Baltimore Port gradually declined and finally

@ Shen Jiexi, Zhao Youlin and Guo Lidan. Research on Geospatial Information Service Model to Trans-boundary
Rivers-a Case to Mekong River. Journal of Wuhan University of Technology (Information and management Engineering),
2017, 39 (03): 330-333.
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became a region full of dilapidated wharfs and warehouses. The unemployment and crime rate increased,
and the material and social environment was horrible. In 1965, renovation and renewal of the inner harbor
began. The goal was to integrate the central area with the inner harbor by utilizing the waterfront conditions
in the city center, and to build a city life center with full vitality of business, office, entertainment and other
functions. After more than ten years’ operation, Money Port has finally formed major functional areas
such as World Trade Center, National Aquarium, Inner Port Square, Sports and Entertainment Facilities,
Waterfront Walkway and so on. It has achieved tremendous benefits in creating tax revenue, attracting

tourists, providing jobs and driving the development of the city center.”

3. Resource Development and Product Optimization

(1) Emphasis on Comprehensive Utilization and Development of Water Resources

Water is indispensable to tourism planning and development. Because of the indispensability of
water in human life and the inherent hydrophilic characteristics of human beings, water has a strong
attraction and affinity for tourists. The planning and design of water resources in tourism planning and
development is of great economic and social value. On one hand, water resources are highly inclusive and
easy to integrate with other elements and it provides a lot of material for tourism planning; on the other
hand, water can be integrated into leisure through bath, recuperation and entertainment. During leisure
activities, water offers leisure and recreational space for tourists. At present, more and more countries and
regions begin to attach importance to the effective use of water resources. With the help of water resources,
various leisure activities are developed to stimulate tourists’ enthusiasm to participate in the experience.
For the development of river tourism, water is life. If water is well utilized, it will undoubtedly increase the
attractiveness to river tourism.

European countries attach great importance to the development of water resources, the comprehensive
utilization of water resources, and develop historical and cultural elements related to water, so as to fully
tap the potential of water culture. For example, the Delta Plan formulated by the Rhine River Basin aims
at comprehensive development and utilization of water resources, including shipping, flood control, water
supply, tourism, power generation, irrigation, fisheries, etc., which fully consider the benefits from multi-
level and multi-direction, and is also conducive to environmental protection and natural ecological balance.
Moreover, all countries in the basin can closely integrate the reality of each section of the river, launch

gradual development according to different levels, implement comprehensive development policy of both

@ Gao Yonghong. Research of Development Strategy of Shenyang Hun River’s Waterfront. Northeastern
University,2005.
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main and tributaries, give priority to the development of water energy and transport resources, and provide
experience for the comprehensive utilization of river water resources.

(2) Increased Emphasis on Diversification and Functional Optimization in Product
Development

Seeking novelty and differences is one of the driving forces for tourists to travel. It is difficult to attract
tourists to revisit an area with simple sightseeing function and tourist routes. Therefore, tourism products
should be developed and designed as featured and diversified as possible, their own characteristics should
be highlighted, and their leisure and recreational functions should also be constantly optimized. Only in this
way the area stands out and attracts more tourists from other areas of same type.

River tourism products in China has gradually got rid of being unicity in tourism project development,
and people began to pay more attention to diversification and enrichment of products, thus, they started to
carefully categorize the product and functional zones of different tourists’ needs. By constantly innovating
and designing more function-optimized products while increasing interests, participation of tourists was
involved to meet the needs of interaction. For example, in the planning of river vacation tourism products,
not only tourists’ needs for quiet and elegant environment, but also for recreation and sports should be
taken into account. Therefore, the reception facilities in the resort area not only reach the standards of being
comfortable, private and sense of isolation, but also a number of safe leisure and recreational facilities

should be provided for tourists to participate in entertainment.

Case 12
Seine River in Paris: Creating a Cultural River of Romance and Leisure

The Seine River is a great river in the north of France. Its tourism development was
carried out in 1989 according to the city planning of Paris. According to statistics, the annual
tourism income of the Seine River is more than 10% of the total tourism income of Paris. The
outstanding concepts and characteristics of Seine River tourism development lie in:

First, effective landscape protection and strong support of cultural heritage. The Seine
River links Paris’s most elite tourism resources together, while paying attention to the

protection of cultural heritage. Perfect legislative protection, detailed survey of cultural

@ Liu Jian. Development and Construction of Rhine River Basin and its Successful Experience. World Agriculture,
vol2, 1998, pp. 3-5.
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landscape resources, effective management system, and the participation of the whole people
in the protection have all provided fruitful protection.

Secondly, the land-water interaction is well integrated, the cruise ship program is rich,
and the river highlights the hydrophilic characteristics. Seine River tourism design is open,
land-water interaction is prominent, water, shore all over the leisure places. Its yacht has
complete functions and rich programs. Every time it passes through a typical landscape, the
yacht’s interpretation system will be matched with corresponding commentaries and related
literary and artistic works to fully mobilize tourists’ senses.

Thirdly, the function of city image which is in harmony with the city temperament
of Paris. The Seine River is the spokesman of Paris, France. It radiates a leisurely
atmosphere, an artistic atmosphere and a romantic charm everywhere. Functionally,
it integrates transportation, tourism, entertainment and leisure; historically, it is the
birthplace of Paris, and the Seine River has left a mark of different periods, representing
the development of Paris; from the perspective of atmosphere, the Seine River is full of
romance and leisure. These are the typical temperaments of Paris, such a fit makes the
Seine River a typical representative of the Romantic City of Paris, and has achieved great
value-added effect.

Seine River is first and foremost the river of Paris. The success of its tourism
development can not be separated from the interdependence between rivers and cities, the
effective utilization of water resources, the protection of river ecological landscape and the in-

depth development of products based on it.

Source: Shen Hong and Feng Xuegang. Research on Tourism Development of City Cultural River——Taking
Suzhou River in Shanghai as an Example. Journal of Guilin Tourism College, vol.05, 2006, pp. 542-545.

(the study based on the above source)

Section 3 Demand and Market of the
Great River Civilization Tourism

This part mainly focuses on the analysis of tourist demand and market profile of the Great River
Civilization tourism development. The demand of tourists may change because of the change of fashion
trend, which will lead to the variation of tourist market. Under present trend of cultural tourism, the market

position of Great River Civilization tourism has been upgraded. Countries and regions are also taking
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advantage of the circumstance, and the enthusiasm of developing the Great River Civilization tourism has

increased unprecedentedly.

1. Analysis of Tourist Demand of Great River Civilization Tourism

(1) Changes of Tourism Product Consumption Preference

With the deepening of China’s economic reform, the continuous improvement of science, technology
and culture, people’s life quality, tourists’ consumption preferences for tourism products have also changed
significantly. Under such conditions, tourists’ demands are diversified, tastes are constantly improving, and
the interests are transferring from traditional projects to modern entertainment and fashion projects. The
traditional development concept of river tourism products obviously can’t keep pace with the demand of
tourism consumption market which emphasizes individualization, diversification of functions and pursuit of
stimulation. On the contrary, some river tourism products with some experiential elements are emerging in
the market and are quite popular, such as the experience of foreign folk culture, hot spring convalescence,
etc. Compared with traditional fishing and swimming, people show greater interest in performances and
entertainment. It can be seen that the theme of in-depth experience is indispensable for future development
of high-quality tourism products in Great River Civilization tourism.

(2) Tourists’ Rec